Welcome to Tree of Life Lutheran Church
September 14, 2025 — Holy Cross Day

Leader in regular type, congregation in bold type
1 means stand as you are able
Restrooms are by the kitchen and by the Wiggle Room

Wiggle Room is available for anyone needing a brief break from
worship, at the end of the piano wing of the sanctuary

WiFi is available: Look for TOL-GUEST: password is OdessaTOL1

We Gather as God’s People

PRELUDE
You can use this time for quiet reflection, prayer and preparation for worship.

T CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another. Silence for reflection.

Most merciful God: We are poor sinners, forever in debt to you. We have turned
from righteousness to wickedness. We have turned away from the poor in our
midst. We have turned to sin in our thoughts, words and deeds; in what we
have done and in what we have left undone. For the sake of your Son Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive our sins, and turn us again to you. Amen.

Our Lord Jesus Christ did not come into the world to condemn the world, but in order
that the world might be saved through him. By the death and resurrection of Christ,
you are forgiven and you are saved. May almighty God strengthen you in faith and
love, in the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

T HYMN “Amazing Grace” RED HYMNAL #779



T APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal -vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.
T HYMN OF PRAISE “This is the Feast” ELW p. 149
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This 1s the feast

of vic-to-ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain
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T PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray: Merciful God, Your Son, Jesus Christ, was lifted high upon the cross that
he might bear the sins of the world and draw all people to himself. Grant that we who
glory in his death for our salvation may also glory in his call to take up our cross and
follow him, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever. Amen.



We Hear God’s Word

FIRST READING: Numbers 21:4b-9
A reading from Numbers:

[From Mount Hor the Israelites set out,] ¢ but the people became discouraged
on the way. ® The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you
brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no
water, and we detest this miserable food.” 8Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents
among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. ” The people
came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against
you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the
people. 8 And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a
pole, and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” ® So Moses made a serpent
of bronze and put it upon a pole, and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person
would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 98:1-4
1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.
20 LoRrD, you have made known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations.
3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
4Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-24
A reading from 1 Corinthians:

'8 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. ' For it is written, “I will destroy the
wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.” 22 Where is
the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this age? Has
not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 2! For since, in the wisdom of God,
the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of
the proclamation, to save those who believe. 2 For Jews ask for signs and Greeks
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desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and
foolishness to gentiles, 2% but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks,
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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T GOSPEL: John 3:13-17
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] '*“No one has ascended into heaven except the one who
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. * And just as Moses lifted up the serpent
in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, '®that whoever believes in
him may have eternal life.

6“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. '” Indeed, God did not send
the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that the world might be
saved through him.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON



T HYMN “Heaven Is Singing For Joy” RED HYMNAL #664

T NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate
of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the
third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.

T PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
By the power of the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the Church, the world, and all people
according to their needs:

Your holy cross transforms heaven and earth, O Lord. Unite your global Church at
the foot of the cross, that all people may know your resurrection life. God of grace...
Hear our prayer.

Your holy cross renews all creation, O Lord. Bless your world with favorable weather,
sustained growth and a fruitful harvest. Help us be good caretakers of all that you
have made. God of grace... Hear our prayer.

Your holy cross is the greatest of thrones, O Lord. Inspire earthly leaders to reflect
your humility, justice, integrity and compassion. Bless our nation, all who serve in our
armed forces, and all first responders. Comfort those who remain affected by the
September 11 attacks, and grant that all terrorism and evil may be overcome by
peace and goodness. God of grace... Hear our prayer.



Your holy cross brings hope to the hopeless and comfort to the weary, O Lord. Be
with everyone who is poor, sick, suffering, grieving or in any need or trouble. We
especially pray for Annalise, Bill, Bob, Chris, Dan, Danielle, Dot, Elizabeth, Erika,
Hanne-Lore, Patrick, Paul, Sarah, William, Winnie and those we name with our lips or
in our hearts... (Time for personal petitions) God of grace... Hear our prayer.

Your holy cross is our guiding light, O Lord. Inspire Tree of Life to model our life on
the cross: freely giving of ourselves for a world in need, and drawing new people into
your forgiveness and grace. Bless our bishops, Elizabeth and William; our pastor,
Robbie; St. Paul Lutheran Church and its pastor, Robert; and Grace Lutheran Church
and its pastor, Jonathon, and deacon, Mike. God of grace... Hear our prayer.

Your holy cross opens the gate to eternal life, O Lord. Accept our thanksgiving for
those who took up their cross on earth and now know the fullness of your
resurrection life. Sustain us by the hope of the cross and empty tomb, until the day
when we are all united before you. God of grace... Hear our prayer.

We lift up these and all our prayers to you, O Lord, in the name of Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

T PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

We Share God’s Holy Meal

OFFERING

T OFFERTORY RED HYMNAL #884
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye Heav’nly host;

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost

T OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray together: Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you
have given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but
on you, who richly provides for us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



T GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW p. 152
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The thanksgiving continues with the preface for the day. The congregation responds:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

T EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

T LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

T INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Thanks be to God.

All baptized Christians are welcome to commune. Wine and white grape juice are in
the individual cups. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.
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COMMUNION

ELW p. 154
_p_éu . - N O —T— P— . J
F AN '_ﬁ | ] I. | | | | | : | | : : : i I |
J@?—d—d——a—'——d—'—d—d " i o
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
n “ 1 1 L
)T 3 | | | | | | } f | | 3 !
GF Lt s B IR
\‘j/ =D N (7K o = & H - t
us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
n “ L 1
i e e — '
e —7 ] - —— s 1P e IP—F_'_t
ANV ] [ [~ 10 bt | | | | |
J 1 ' — T ' ' T
mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
n “ 'l L 1
) A . IT - | [ | | 3 | [ | 3 [ !
G P eie J o e o Jd g )
S | —F—e—to
sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
HYMNS

“One Bread One Body”
“Bread Of Life From Heaven”

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

RED HYMNAL #496
RED HYMNAL #474

Let us pray together: O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this
feast, the body and blood of your Son. By your Spirit, strengthen us to serve all
in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus

Christ our Lord. Amen.
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God Sends Us in Mission

ANNOUNCEMENTS

1 BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious
to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.

T HYMN “I'm So Glad Jesus Lifted Me” RED HYMNAL #860

T MISSION STATEMENT

What is our Mission? To be faithful children of God, called by grace through
Christ, and sharing this gift with Middletown, Odessa, Townsend and the
World.

T DISMISSAL
Go in peace; serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
You may listen to the music or depart to do God’s work.

Please join us for refreshments in the fellowship room after the service.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #28947.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division
of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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